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Abstract

The effectiveness of implementation of after-school child care has always
been an issue attracting the attention of education authorities and private
educational institutions. This study used content analysis to analyze relevant
journal papers and theses/dissertations, in order to inspect the current status
of after-school child care in Taiwan. This study collected a total of 319
empirical papers and theses/dissertations concerning after-school child care,
up until the end of 2012. The main conclusions reached in this study are as
follows:

There has been no significant change in the number of research papers
and theses/dissertations concerning for-profit after-school child care.
However, the number of research papers and theses/dissertations concerning
non-profit after-school child care has doubled. This shows that the number of
research papers and theses/dissertations published in a particular field is
closely related to education policy.

The main subjects of research papers and theses/dissertations
concerning for-profit after-school child care were people in all areas of
Taiwan. However, in addition to subjects located in Taiwan generally, the
research papers and theses/dissertations concerning non-profit after-school
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child care also attached importance to various specific districts. The number
of research papers and theses/dissertations focusing on specific districts was
generally consistent with the population distribution.

In terms of research methods, most of the studies used questionnaire
surveys, while only a few used experimental studies. There was an equal
number of quantitative and qualitative research papers and
theses/dissertations concerning non-profit after-school child care.

The subjects were mainly students, teachers and parents, and there was
a noticeable lack attention to other subjects.

Most of the research papers and theses/dissertations showed that there
was a significant difference in the effectiveness of implementation in
for-profit and non-profit after-school child care, suggesting that the
implementation of after-school child care has achieved a certain level of
effectiveness.

The test of effectiveness in the research papers and theses/dissertations
concerning non-profit after-school child care paid attention to a wide variety
of variables. However, the research papers and theses/dissertations
concerning for-profit after-school child care did not tend to focus on
variables related to academic achievement and affection.

Keywords: after-school child care, after-school programs, content analysis
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